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those getieral measures which the united interests of America
may {rom time to time require.”

A call was also issued for a conyention of delegates from
thie cotintics of! Virginia to consider malters of interest to the

calbny and to appoint delegales to the Congress at Philadel-

phia. A paper was passed by this convenlion setting forti
the gricvances of the colony and earnestly urging concerted
action on the part of the colonies. They were carcful, how-
cver, in this paper to c}.prcsg in strong language their loyi llty
to King George the Thitd, “our lawful and rightful sovereign,”

pledging him with their lives and fortunes, support in the legal
exercise of all his just rights and prerogatives, « This conven-

tion adjourncd on Saturday, August 6th, and Mr, Henry im- "

mediately took tp his journey to the meeting of the first Con-
tinental Congress. e stopped overnight at Mt, Vernon and
enjoyed the hospitality and counsel of Georee Washington,
and next day continued his journey (o Philadelphia, having as
his fellow-travelers Washington and Edmund Pendleton.
Ouite a number of the delegates to the Continental Congress

had already arrived.  The account of the times indicate great,

interest on the part of the delegates in making the '1cr|n'1mt-
anuce of cach ather.

The convention was organized on the 5th day of September,
with Peyton Randolph, of Virginia, as president, and a Mr.
Thompson, of Philadelphia, as sccretary. Mr. Henry was a
mast active factor in all the work of this convention, serving
on all of its most prominent committees, but there seems to be
small ground far the assertion that the convention was at any
time overawed with tlie majesty of his speech and cloquence.
The real facts concerning Mr. Henry’s relation to this conven-
tion do not warrant the statement which is made by Mr. Jef-
ferson many years after the meeting of this convention, “that
the superior powers of Patrick Henry were manifest only in
debate, and that he and Richard Henry Lee took the undis-
puted lead in the Assembly during the first days of the ses-
sion - while general grievances were the topic, and that both of
them were completely thrown in the shade when called down
from the heights of declimation to that severer test of intelli-
gent excellence, the details of business.” Mr. Jefferson
throughout seems to have been at special pains to make the
impression that Mr. Henry's ability coiisisted only and solely
in his power ol.declamation, when the real truth is that in all
the different conventions in which he met, and in all the con-
ferences held during these exciling times his services as a wise
and far-sceing statesman were called more into requisition
than the use of his gifts as a speaker and orator.. The fact that
in all the committees into whose hands were committed mat-
ters of most practical importance, Mr. Henry was a member,
it o very clear indication of the esteem in which he was held
by those bodics,

On Monday, the 2oth of March, 1775, the second Revalu-
iicnary Convention of Virginia assembled in old St John's
Church, Richmond, Va. It was perhaps at this convention
ihat Mr. Henry's clogquence reached ils loftiest plane, It

was his speech made on a resolution recommending the imme-

diate raising of a military force, setting forth the fact that such
a force would render it unnecessary for the mother country to
keep any standing army, and further setting forth the fact that
such a force seemed to be peculiarly necessary at that junc-
ture for the protection and defense ofithe country, and in order
to secure inestimable rights and libertics from the further vio-
lence with which they were threatened; angd finally, that the
colony be put immediately into a posture of defense, and
that a commiltee be appointed to prepare a plan for arming
and disciplining such a number of men as might be sufficient
for that purpose. There was really nothing startlingly new in
the greneral import of these resolutions, for not only in Vir-
ginia, but throughiut well-nigh all the colonies, just such mili-
tary steps had Leen taken. It has been said that these resolu-
tions, so far from Dbeing premature, were rather tardy. It is
altogether probable that the only point of disagreement was
the urgency and precipitancy of Mr. Henry’s resolution.. The
conscrvative Virginian was unwilling to give up the hope that
there might be some final and peaceful adjustment of diffi-
culties made with England, and the startling thing in these
resolutions and in Mr. Henry's speeeh made in their support
was that hie had unmistakably given up all hope of any peace-
ful adjustment, declaring cssentially that the war had already

hegun and the exigencies called no longer for debate or peli-

tion or protest, but for immediate belligerent action.

It will be quile impossible to give here anything like an
adequate description of this superiative utterance of the great
commoner. Tt is scriously to be doubted whether on any oc-
casion a sublimer height was ever attained by any orator,

The resolution, in spite ol the opposition of wise and good

men, was passed, and the committee called for was appointed,
and ‘Mr. Henry was made chairman,  Associated with him
were Richard Tenry Lee, Nichaolas, Harrison, Riddick, Wash-
ington, Stevens, Lewis, Christian, Pendleton, Jefferson aml
Zane,

It took the commitice pnly one day to prepare ils plan for

ANCIENT CAPITOL, WILLTAMSBURG.

enlisting, arming and disciplining the militia, and after laying
over for one day for some alteration; the report of the com-
mittec was unanimously adopted. The convention: adjpurncd :
on the z7th of March.

About one month after the meeting of this convention, on
the night of the zoth of April, 1775, a detachment of marines
irom an English schooner, the Magdalen, visited the maga- |
zine in Williamsburg, which was the public storchouse for gun®
powder and ‘arms, and carried away fifteen barrels of gun-
rowder and stored them on their own wvessel. The news of
this depredation spread with alarming rapidity throughout the
colony, and four days afterward a company at Fredericksburg
notified their colonel,' George Washidgton, that they were
ready wilh many other bodies of men to appear in support of
thee honor pf Virginia, and at his command would set out for
Williamsburg.  Trom other countics there came similar mes-
sages to Washington. It had been determined on the 2g9th
as the day fixed [or the march upon Williamsburg. On that
day one hundred and two gentlemen, representing the fourteen
companics that had offered their services, met for a conference,
and after considering a letter from Peyton Randolph assuring
them that the affair of the gunpowder would be satisfactorily,
arranged, came to the conclusion that they would proceed no
Turther at that time, but pledged themselves, however, that

.they hold themselves “in readiness to reassemble and by force

of arms to '{1e[cnd_ the law, the liberty and the rights of this
or any other sister colony from unjust and wicked invasion.”

Mr. Henry, who had been a close observer of these exciting
cvents from his home in Hanover county, was greatly disap-
pointed that more aggressive steps were riot laken. It seemed
to him wise that an immediate blow should be struck, and the
people needed to be reassured of their own strength by some
overt act of war. He resolved that he himseli would take the
fi&_ld and lead in the delivering of such a blow. He requested,
therefore, that the companies of his pwn county meet him in
arms at Newcastle, on the 2d of May, on business of the high-
est importance to American liberty, With this company he
also asked the presence of:the county committce. When the
mecting was held he strongly urged that immediate action
should be taken to march on the capital and either to recover
the gunpowder or procure its equivalent. The officer in im-
mediate command resigned, and Mr, Henry was put in charge
of the proposed cxpedition. Many wise and conservative, and
even patriotic, men were greatly distressed at this precipitate
procedure, and sent urgent messages asking AMr. Henry that
e return home, - On the other hand, so greatly stirred were
the people that fiye thousand men from various .quarters
sprang to arms and sought to become members of the C}»[chl-
tion marching on Williamsburg, i

At Williamsburg great consternation was [elt, and the Gov-
ernor’s family was sent out of the city to a place of safety.
‘An appeal was made to the commander of the English ship
for irmmdiate assistance against an invasion that threatened
Lord Dunmore with'an attack at daybreak at his palace at Wil-
liamsburg, DBefore the final issne was made, however, Gov-
e:nor Dunmore concluded that something had better be done
to propitiate the irate Henry. He accordingly sent. a mes-
senger {0 Mr. Henry bearing a sum of money amounting to
‘£330, as compensation for the gunpowder which had lecn
taken from the magazine; The object for which the expedi-
tion had gone out having been accomplished, there was noth-
ing to do but tlat the forces should separate and return fo
their respective homes, . 3 2

On the 18th of May Patrick Henry took his p!ac‘c among
the delegates to the sccond Continental Coneress, and re-
mained in attendance from the first session of 1he convention
until its final adjournment on August 1st. TIn this convention,

.23 in the former one, Mr. Tlenry seems to have been most ac-

tive in all the practical work of the body. In the accounts of
this convention there is again to be discovered . wide discrep-



